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● What makes a good public space 
● Why is it that some places thrive when others fail 
● Examples of good space vs poorly designed space and their location in the urban fabric 
● What type of people are in the surrounding area that would use the public spaces 

 
2. Petersen, D. C. (1989). Convention centers, stadiums and arenas . Washington, D.C.: 

Urban Land Institute. 
● Differences in program and similarities of design 
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● Their use and situation in the urban setting 

 
4. Delaney, K. J., & Eckstein, R. (2003). Public dollars, private stadiums: The battle over 

building sports stadiums . New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press. 
● New stadiums and who pays for such a large project 
● Why should a team that makes millions with an owner that is worth billions require funds 

from a public that 80-90% of won’t utilize the facilities? 
 

5. Baim, D. V. (1994). The sports stadium as a municipal investment . Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood Press. 

● Can building a new stadium be beneficial for a municipality?  
● Can its use extend past the primary function of a stadium? 
● If there is an over focus on stadiums in a municipality is it fair for the residents to have to 

support an infrastructure that they might not want 
 

6. Petersen, D. C. (1989). Convention centers, stadiums and arenas . Washington, D.C.: 
Urban Land Institute. 

● Benefits and negatives of each 
● How can the people use these “public” facilities when they are only open for specific 

events during the year.  
 

7. Noll, R. G., & Zimbalist, A. S. (1997). Sports, jobs, and taxes: The economic impact of 
sports teams and stadiums . Washington D.C.: Brookings Institution Press. 

● Economic reach of sport stadiums 
● Can a sports team support a town and not vice versa? 
● What else can a stadium and team do for a community outside of the game 
● NFL stadiums (like new era field) are only used for ~40 hours a year for their intended 

purpose.  
● Is that having an economic impact large enough to offset the cost of construction 
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Rizzoli. 

● Old to new and its importance in architectural history 
● Is it reasonable for  
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city and suburb . Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications. 

● Can stadiums be of benefit for the community outside of the scheduled NFL football 
games?  

 
10. Professional Sports Stadiums: Do they Divert Public Funds from Critical Public 

Infrastructure? Hearing before the Subcommittee on Domestic Policy of the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, House of REpresentatives, 110 Congress, First 
Session, 9/10/09 

● Discussion on the concern of public funded stadiums and their renovations 
● If communities that pay for the stadium to be built and have to pay for renovations, how 

can that be fair to the taxpayers  
 


