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The thesis is about Identification of the architectural forms of assistance that it 
will improve the use of the public spaces in the location of Kassion mountain in 
Damascus city, Syria. 
 
Purpose: 
• The purpose is clear by defining the terms of these forms as Appropriate 

which means that it is related to the cultural and social “belief”. 
 

Location: 
• The public spaces is measured in vacant areas, Narrow pedestrian, Walkway, 

stairs, and paths. 
 
 

Arguments 



• Vague Headlines for the contents 
• Misunderstanding the sequences of 

these chapters  

• The research started with the housing and 
the conditions of the poor neighborhood in 
terms of infrastructure, materials and its 
conditions. 

• She mentioned the governmental solutions 
of these housing problem in the squatter 
settlements. 

• The history review of the city 

Literature review 



Damascus 

The section is identifying the  
city by: 
 
Location 
Geography  
Demographics 
History  
 
No current maps, graphics, 
pictures of the city  
 



Illegal Housing Settlement 

Illegal is different from settlement that doesn`t 
follow the city regulation 
 
Illegal means the land is not belong to the 
inhabitants like slums. 
 
It is informal settlements that is self- sufficient. 
 
The site that used was a refugees settlements.  



A research about how the government deals with squatter settlements. 
 
Highlight the important polices and expand more to get well structured design 
interventions. 
 
Diagrams is missed  



 



Data collections: 
• Informal interview with residents and 

professors in Damascus university  
• Photos. 
• Site sketches 
• Videos  
The purpose is to gain information about 
the public space and understand the 
behaviors of the users. 
The cases was varied in the location and 
the culture aspect. 
 
 
She emphasized on it is contemporary 
solutions that provided without affecting 
the social and physical fabric. 
 
It was about the housing or community 
of low income or isolated  in place. 

Case studies 

Methods 



• Cultural aspect is different • Insufficient information about the 
project. 

• This section should be expanded 
more than others 



Simple design interventions 



This  clearly explains the path of the thesis and highlight its territories of research 
and design.   



Settlement typologies  

Descriptive pictures 

1 ha lots 

Section 

Private vs Public 
Cars vs pedestrians  

Density 
Car density 

Ratio of private to  
Open public space 

Number and size of plots 



Here area of study is located in the boundary of the city. 
 
The populations are refugees, this is different case of study and the users and their culture is 
important in this term. 



The area of study is divided by the connections: 
Primary streets; Secondary narrow streets, alleys and secret passageways. 
 
Aspect of the Middle Eastern culture are the private, semi private, semi public and public. 
 
 



 

Site mapping 



Housing documentations 



Observation method 



Looking for urban rooms 



Highlight the opportunities 



Advanced analysis 

Various type of  site  analysis 
 
• Spatial location 
• Spatial section 
• Functionality 
• Materials 



 



Design interventions 

Results 





 



 



 



Conclusion 

Critiques: 

• Sequence of contents. 

• Cases relationship with to settings. 

• Critical used phrases. 

• Should have more focused research and resources. 

Potentials: 

• Various types of methods and investigations . 

Interviews, observation, videos and photos. 

• Various types  of analysis: Comparative and comprehensive.  

• Various types Design intervention . 


