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1 Definition from: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/liminal 
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2 For further reading refer to the EPA’s full report at: https://www.epa.gov/smm/advancing-sustainable-materials-management-facts-and-

figures-report 
3 MSW consists of residential and commercial garbage and recyclables 
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4 These requirements are typically socially, functionally, or technically based. 
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5 Definition from: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/liminal 
6 Visualized as ‘Point D’ in Figure 2.  This point is greyed out as it is outside the scope of this thesis. 
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7 The distances that each item in the tree are separated are not time dependent.  A dashed line indicates a portion of the tree that could last 

for an unknown amount of time and is dependent on a myriad of variables.  The rotating arrow under the vacated boxes indicates a restart of 
the process.    
8 These control properties were selected through a qualitative process based on aerial photography and local news stories.  The properties are 

represented in the Vacancy Actors diagram by gray outline boxes, each containing the address of the property surveyed.  More information on 
these properties can be seen in Appendix A. 
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9 The intervention properties were selected through a qualitative process based on aerial photography and local news stories.  The properties 

are represented by the gray outline boxes, each containing the address of the property surveyed.  More information on these properties can be 
seen in Appendix B. 
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10

 This definition purposefully omits land that has yet to be designed and occupied, which could be considered vacant under broader   

definitions, to help limit the possible scope of the project. 
11

 This would need to be evaluated on a case by case basis and includes aspects such as social integration and economic value. 
12 Local examples of this include work by Joyce Hwang - Bat Tower http://www.antsoftheprairie.com/?page_id=203 and Elevator B, a student 

designed project https://hivecity.wordpress.com/  
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 See photo - Photo by Author 

http://www.antsoftheprairie.com/?page_id=203
https://hivecity.wordpress.com/
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14 City wide map by author 
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15 Photos by Author unless otherwise noted. 
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16 Source: Erie County Office of Geographic Information. http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/ 

http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/
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17 Photos by Author unless otherwise noted. 
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18 Source: Erie County Office of Geographic Information. http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/ 

http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/
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19 Photos by Author unless otherwise noted. 
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20 Source: Erie County Office of Geographic Information. http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/  

http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/


27 

                                                            
21 Photos by Author unless otherwise noted. 
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22 Source: Erie County Office of Geographic Information. http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/ 

http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/
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23 Photos from Google Street View and Google Earth. Retrieved 11-25-2016. 
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24 Source: Erie County Office of Geographic Information. http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/ 

http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/
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25 Graphic by Author 
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26 Photos from Google Street View and Google Earth. Retrieved 11-25-2016. 
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27 Source: Erie County Office of Geographic Information. http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/ 

http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/
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28 Graphic by Author 
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29 Photos from Google Street View and Google Earth. Retrieved 11-25-2016. 
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30 Source: Erie County Office of Geographic Information. http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/ 

http://gis2.erie.gov/HTML5/ErieCountyNY/
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31 Graphic by Author 


