
When it is raining in Oxford Street the architecture is no more 
important than the rain, in fact the weather has probably more  
to do with the pulsation of the Living City at that given moment. 
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Living City, Gloop 4 Communications in the Living City, Warren Chalk + Ron Herron, © Archigram 1963.
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Bill Sullivan. More Turns, 2004. Courtesy of Bill Sullivan.
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Beyond Materiality in Architecture
The modern city exists as a haze of software instructions. Nearly every 
urban practice is mediated by code.

 

Mr Halpert unlocking the laundry’s handcart from its mooring to a cellar 
door, Joe Cornacchia’s son-in-law stacking out the empty crates from the 
delicatessen, the barber bringing out his sidewalk folding chair... Simulta-
neously, numbers of women in housedresses have emerged and as they 
crisscross with one another they pause for quick conversations that sound 
with either laughter or joint indignation, never, it seems, anything between... 
Longshoremen who are not working that day gather at the White Horse 
or the Ideal or the International for beer and conversation... As darkness 
thickens... the ballet goes on under lights, eddying back and forth but 
intensifying at the bright spotlight pools of Joe’s sidewalk pizza dispensary, 
the bars, the delicatessen, the restaurant and the drug store. 

 

We can’t see how the street is immersed in a twitching, pulsing cloud of 
data... This is a new kind of data, collective and individual, aggregated and 
discrete, open and closed, constantly logging impossibly detailed patterns 
of behaviour. The behaviour of the street. Such data emerges from the 
feet of three friends, grimly jogging past, whose Nike+ shoes track the fre-
quency and duration of every step, comparing against pre-set targets for 
each individual runner. This is cross-referenced with playlist data emerg-
ing from their three iPods. Similar performance data is being captured in 
the engine control systems of a stationary BMW waiting at a traffic light, 
beaming information back to the BMW service centre associated with the 
car’s owner. The traffic light system itself is capturing and collating data 
about traffic and pedestrian flow, based on real-time patterns surround-
ing the light, and conveying the state of congestion in the neighbourhood 
to the traffic planning authority for that region, which alters the lights’ 
behaviour accordingly... In an adjacent newsagent’s, the stock control sys-
tem updates as a newspaper is purchased, with data about consumption 
emerging from the EFTPOS system used to purchase the paper, triggering 
transactions in the customer’s bank account records. Data emerges from 
the seven simultaneous phone conversations (with one call via Skype and 
six cellular phones) amongst the group of people waiting at the pedestrian 
crossing nearest the newsagent. 
— Dan Hill 
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Archigram. Instant City. Urban Action Tune-Up. Collage. 1969. Courtesy Simon Herron.
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The Practice of 



 

The Mobile Device as Territory Machine
Imagine Hegel, Marx and McLuhan encountering the keitai [mobile phone] 
of the twenty-first century. Georg Hegel is astonished at seeing the spirit 
of the era dwelling persistently in our palms. Karl Marx complains that 
it is an alienating fetish object. Marshall McLuhan, his eyes sparkling, 
chimes in that it will turn the whole world into a village—no, a house. But 
in the next moment, he comes upon a realization that appalls him. “But 
wait!,” he exclaims. “My wife and children will have the equivalent of a 
private room with a twenty-four-hour doorway to the outside world, fully 
equipped with a TV, a bed, and even a bathroom. Where would my place 
be in such a house?”

 

 

oyaji

keitai
kogyaru 

oyaji

 

Urban Computing, Locative Media and the Read/Write City

 

en-masse
 

As we have grown accustomed to navigating the city with our smart-
phones and our printouts from Google maps, we have come to know it 
from above, as a two-dimensional, planimetric experience. Instead of 
seeing ourselves as part of the city fabric, inhabiting a three-dimensional 
urban condition, we dwell in a permanent out-of-body experience, dis-
placed from our own locations, seeing ourselves as moving dots or pins 
on a map.
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Amsterdam Realtime, 2003. Courtesy of Amsterdam Realtime/Esther Polak, Jeroen Kee, and Waag Society.
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Urban Tapestries investigated how, by combining mobile and internet 
technologies with geographic information systems, people could ‘author’ 
the environment around them; a kind of Mass Observation for the 21st 
Century. Like the founders of Mass Observation in the 1930s, we were 
interested in creating opportunities for an “anthropology of ourselves” — 
adopting and adapting new and emerging technologies for creating and 
sharing everyday knowledge and experience; building up organic, col-
lective memories that trace and embellish different kinds of relationships 
across places, time and communities.

 The 

 

The New York 

Yellow Arrow is a project created by Christopher Allen, Michael Counts, Brian 
House, Jesse Shapins and Counts Media Inc. Photography Jesse Shapins. 



Pathetic Fallacies and Category Mistakes: Making Sense  
and Nonsense of the Sentient City
And supposing there were a machine, so constructed as to think, feel, 
and have perception... we should, on examining its interior, find only 
parts which work one upon another, and never anything by which to 
explain a perception.

sentre
sapere

hear
feel

feels
know
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Urban Tapestries, Proboscis, 2003. Courtesy of Proboscis.



Qualia

 

natura abhorret a vacuo

The 
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When we were passing each other in the hallway, my phone would sense 
the presence of his phone. It would then connect to our server, which 
would recognize that Tom has extensive expertise in a specific area that 
I was currently struggling with. If both of our phones had been set to 
“available” mode, two picture messages would have been sent to alert  
us of our common interests, and we might have stopped to talk instead  
of walking by each other.
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Tracking, Targeting and Locating. From a report by the Defense Science Board, Office of the Undersecretary of Defense, 
Washington DC, 2004.

The Architecture 
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