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The components of systems -
whether these are artistic or func-
tional - have no higher meaning
or value. Systems components
derive their value solely through
their assigned context.

A “sculpture” that physically
reacts to its environment is no
longer to be regarded as an ob-
ject. The range of outside factors
affecting it, as well as its own
radius of action, reach beyond
the space it materially occupies.
It thus merges with the environ-
ment in a relationship that is bet-
ter understood as a “system” of
interdependent processes. These
processes evolve without the
viewer’s empathy. He becomes
a witness. A system is not imag-
ined, it is real.
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Carl Andre - 144 Magnesium Square (1969)
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Dan Flavin - Unititled (1972)
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